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General Algorithm'

by I. M. Suslov, from the Kapitza I nstitute for
Physical Problems, Moscow, Russia,

The new paper explains humour thus :

“ The humorous effect is treated as a specific
malfunction in the processing of information,
conditioned by the necessity of aquick deletion from
consciousness of afalse version. “

Or, put another way :

“ asense of humour is biologically conditioned by
the necessity to quicken the transmission of
information to consciousness and of a more effective
use of brain resources. . .”

The author provides some possible humour-
triggering examples :

“ Isthis a place where Duke of Wellington said his
famous words ? “

“ Yes, it isthe same place but he never said such
words. “

And:

" My Uncle William has a new cedar chest ”
" So! Last time | saw him he just had a wooden leg.”

Readers will no doubt have noted that this new
explanation is amost diametrically opposed to the
one proposed by Sgmund Freud early last century,
when he pinpointed :

“ ... the pleasure obtained from laughter as the main
cause of the existence of a sense of humour “ * see
note

For balance then, here’ s what some say is one of
Freud’ s best jokes from the 1912 edition of his now
famous master work : * Jokes and their relation to
the unconscious

" A man at the dinner table dipped his hands in the
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De Cecco

"the world's best
commercially produced
pasta"
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